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‘On both the summits ascended by Burck- 
hardt and Riippell, these travellers found inscrip- 
tions in the usual unknown charaeter, and also 
in the valleys leading to the mountain. In a 
Wady on the southwest side of the ridge, near 
its eastern end, are the remains of a large and 
well built convent, from which a path is said 
to lead up the mountain. These circumstances 
would seem to indicate that Serbal was an- 
ciently a place of pilgrimage, but whether be- 
cause it was perhaps regarded as the Sinai of 
Scripture, or more probably only in connection 
with this convent and the episcopal see of 
Faran, it is now difficult to determine. 

‘The weather during our residence at the 
convent, as indeed during all our journey 
through the Peninsula, was very fine, with one 
slight exception. 
mometer ranged only between 47° and 67° F. 
But the winter nights are said here to be cold ; 
water freezes as late as February, and snow 
often falls upon the mountains. But the air is 
exceedingly pure, and the climate healthy, as 
is testified by the great age and vigour of the 
Monks. And if in general few of the Arabs 
attain to so great an age, the cause is doubtless 
to be sought in the scantiness of their fare, and 
their exposure to privations; and not in any 
injurious influence of the climate. 

“In closing this section of our Journal, I 
throw together here all that remains to be said 
upon the Sinai of the Old Testament. 

‘*‘ We came to Sinai with some incredulity, 
wishing to investigate the point, whether there 
was any probable ground beyond monkish tra- 
dition, for fixing upon the present supposed 
site. The details of the preceding pages will 
have made the reader acquainted with the 
grounds which led us to the conviction, that 
the plain er-Rahah, above described, is the 
probable spot where the congregation of Israel 
were assembled, and that the mountain impend- 
ing over it, the present Horeb, was the scene 
of the awful phenomena in which the law was 
given. We were satisfied, after much exami- 


At the convent, the ther- | desert of Sin, which I have taken to be the 


| 


nation and inquiry, that in no other quarter of| Israelites from Egypt to the place where the 
the Peninsula, and certainly not around any _ law was given, the latter is called only Horeb, 
the higher peaks, is there a spot corresponding |just as the Arabs now speak of going from 
in any degree so fully as this to the -historical | Cairo to Jebel et-Tir; while during the sojourn 
account, and to the circumstances of the case. lof the Hebrews before the mountain, it is 
I have entered above more fully into the details, | spoken of (with one exception) only as Sinai, 
beeause former travellers have touched upon | and after their departure, it is again referred to 
this point so slightly; and because, even to the | exclusively as Horeb. ‘The other and main 
present day, it is a current opinion among | fact is, that while the Israelites were encamped 
scholars, that no open space exists among these | at Rephidim, Moses was commanded to go on 
mountains. We too were surprised as well as | with the elders before the people, and smite the 
gratified to find here, in the inmost recesses of | rock in Horeb, in order to obtain water from 
these dark granite cliffs, this fine plain spread|the camp. ‘The necessary inference is, that 
out before the mountain ; and I know not when | some part of Horeb was near to Rephidim, 
I have felt a thrill of stronger emotion than | while Sinai was yet a day’s march distant. 
when in first crossing the plain, the dark preci-| ‘The position of Rephidim itself can be 
pices of Horeb rising in solemn grandeur be-| conjectured only from the same passages to 
fore us, we became aware of the entire adapt-| which reference has just been made. If we 
edness of the scene to the purposes for which | admit it to be the general name for the central 
it was chosen. Moses doubtless, during the| cluster of mountains, and that the Israelites 
forty years in which he kept the flocks of| approached it by the great Wady esh-Sheikh, 
Jethro, knew and had visited the spot to which | then Rephidim must have been at some point 
he was to conduct his people—this adytum in | in this valley, not far from the skirts of Horeb, 
the midst of the great circular granite region, | and about a day’s march from the particular 
with only a single feasible entrance ; a secret| mountain of Sinai. Such a point exists at the 
holy place, shut out from the world amid lone | point where the Wady esh-Sheikh issues from 
and desolate mountains. the high central granite cliffs. We did not 
‘The Israelites probably approached Sinai| visit the spot; but Burckhardt in ascending 
by the Wady Feiran, and entered the plain} Wady esh-Sheikh towards the convent, thus 
through the upper part of Wady esh-Sheikh, | describes it: ‘ We now approached the central 
at least there is no conceivable reason why they |summits of Mount Sinai, which we had in 
should have passed to the south of Mount Ser-| view for several days. Abrupt cliffs of granite 
bal, and taken the circuitous and more diffi-| 600 to 800 feet in height, surround the avenues 
cult route near Tir, and through the Wady | leading to the elevated platform to which the 
Hibran, as has often been supposed. From the | name of Sinai is specifically applied. ‘These 
cliffs enclose the holy mountain on three sides, 
leaving the east and northeast sides only, to- 
wards the gulf of "Akabah, more open to the 
view. We entered these cliffs by a narrow 
defile about forty feet in breadth, with perpen- 





great plain along the shore to Sinai, three sta- 
tions are marked, Dophkah, Alush, and Rephi- 
dim, equivalent to four days journey for such a| 
host; and this accords well with the distance | 
of twenty-six to twenty-eight hours as usually | dicular granite rocks on both sides. hg this 
travelled by camels. | defile is the seat of Moses, so called.} Beyond 

‘* The names of Horeb and Sinai are used | it the valley opens, the mountains on both sides 
interchangeably in the Pentateuch, to denote | diverge, and the Wady esh-Sheikh continues 
the mountain on which the law was given, and | in a south direction with a slight ascent.” The 
this circumstance has naturally occasioned dif-| entrance to this defile from the west is five 
ficulty to commentators. The most obvious | hours distant from the point where Wady esh- 
and common explanation is to regard one (Si-| Sheikh issues from the plain er-Rahah. This 
nai) as the general name for the whole cluster, | would correspond well to the distance of Rephi- 
and the other (Horeb) as designating a particu-| dim, and then these blackened cliffs would be 
lar mountain, much a8 the same names are|the outskirts of Horeb. I am not aware of 
employed by the Christians at the present day. | any objection to this view, except one which 
So too the Arabs now apply the name Jebel et-| applies equally to every part of Wady esh- 
Tar to the whole central granite region ; while | Sheikh, and the adjacent district, viz: that 








the different mountains of which itis composed, | neither here nor in all this tract at the present 
are called Jebel Katherin, Jebel Misa, &c. | day is there any special want of water. There 
On looking at the subject during our sojourn at| is a well near the defile itself. 

the convent, I was led to a similar conclusion,| ‘ After the departure of the Israelites from 
applying the names, however, differently, and| Mount Sinai, there is no account either in 
regarding Horeb as the general name, and| Scripture or elsewhere of its having heen 
Sinai as the particular one. Two circum-| visited by any Jew, except by the prophet 
stances seem to favour this conclusion. One| Elijah, when he fled from the machinations of 
is, that. before and during the march of the| Jezebel. This is the more remarkable, as this 
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region had been the seat of the revelation of 
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** By the kind permission of Professor Beer, 


their law, to which they clung so tenaciously, | [am able to give here a summary of these re- 


and because from the splendour and terrors of | sults. 


that scene, the inspired Hebrew poets were 
wont to draw their sublimest images.” 

Sinai appears, however, at an early period 
of the Christian era, to have become an object 
of attraction, first, in the third century, as af- 
fording a refuge from persecution, and after- 
wards, in the fourth century and onwards, as a 
fit place of seclusion for the Ascetics, who, in 
those wild and sacred solitudes, devoted their 
days to religious meditation and superstitious 
severities. At a later date, especially during 
the wars of the Crusaders, it was esteemed a 
pious deed to make pilgrimage to the ‘ Holy 
Land,’ and multitudes extended their wander- 
ings even to Sinai. Itis estimated that during 
the palmy days of pilgrimage, not less than 
6000 or 7000 Monks and hermits were dis- 
persed over the mountains. 

*¢ With these early pilgrimages the celebrated 
Sinaite inscriptions have been supposed to 
stand in close connection. Several of them 
have been mentioned above as occurring on our 
way to Sinai, and they are found on all the 
routes which lead from the west towards this 
mountain, as far south as Tar. They extend 
to the very base of Sinai, above the convent el- 
Arba’in; but are found neither on Jebel Masa, 
nor on the present Horeb, nor on St. Catharine, 
nor in the valley of the convent, while on Ser- 
bal they are seen on its very summits. Not one 
has yet been found to the eastward of Sinai. 
But the spot where they exist in the greatest 
number is the Wady Mukatteb, ‘ Written Val- 
ley,’ through which the usual road to Sinai 
passes before reaching Wady Feiran. Here 
they occur by thousands on the rocks, chiefly 
at such points as would form convenient rest- 
ing-places for travellers or pilgrims during the 
noon-day sun; as is also the case with those 
we saw upon the other route, many of them 
are accompanied by crosses, sometimes obvi- 
ously of the same date with the inscription, 
and sometimes apparently later or retouched. 
The character is every where the same; but 
until recently it has remained undeciphered, in 
spite of the efforts of the ablest paleographists. 

he inscriptions are usually short, and most 
of them exhibit the same initial characters: 
Some Greek inscriptions are occasionally inter- 
mingled. 

«These inscriptions are first mentioned by 
Cosmas, about a. p. 535, and have been first 
deciphered only within the present year (1839) 
by Professor Beer of the University of Leip- 
zig. This distinguished scholar had already 
occupied himself with them so long ago as a. 
p. 1833; but without success. In the winter 
of 1838-9, his attention was again turned to 
the inscriptions, in connection perhaps with 
our report, and the residence of my companion 
for a time in Leipzig ; and after several months 
of the most persevering and painful application 
he succeeded in making out the alphabet, and 
was enabled to read all the inscriptions which 
have been copied with any good degree of ac- 
curacy. The results at which he has arrived 
are already prepared for publication, and the 
various tables engraved, so that his work may 
not improbably appear before these sheets leave 
the press. 





I ought perhaps to remark, that all 
those paleographists to whom they have been 
communicated are satisfied of their correctness, 
and that especially some of the most distin- 
guished have expressed to me in conversation 
their decided approbation of Beer’s labours and 
views. 

“The characters of the Sinaitic inscrip- 
tions, Professor Beer finds to belong to a dis- 
tinct and independent alphabet. Some of the 
letters are wholly peculiar, the others have 
more or less affinity with the Palmyrene, and 
particularly with the Estrangelo and Cufie. 
Indeed, their affinity with the latter is so great 
as to lead to the supposition that the Cufie was 
afterwards developed from this alphabet. They 
are written from right to left. In their form, 
several of the letters much resemble each other, 
as is the case in other ancient alphabets. 

‘* The contents of the inscriptions, so far as 
Professor Beer has yet proceeded, consist only 
of proper names, preceded by a word, which 
is usnally peace ; but sometimes, be it remem- 


| bered, and in avery few cases blessed. Be- 


tween the names the word son often occurs, and 
they are sometimes followed by one or two 
words at the end; thus the word priest occurs 
twice asa title. In one or two instances, the 
name is followed by a phrase or sentence, 
which has not yet been deciphered. The names 
are those common in Arabic. ‘The Arabic ar- 
ticle is frequent. It is a remarkable fact, that 
not one Jewish or Christian name has yet been 
found. The words which are not proper 
names, seem rather to belong to an Aramaean 
dialect. A language of this kind, Professor 
Beer supposes to have been spoken by the in- 
habitants of Arabia Petrza, in other words by 
the Nabathzans, before the present Arabic 
language spread itself over those parts, and of 
that language and writing these inscriptions he 
regards as the only monuments now known to 
exist. 

*« The question as to the writers of the in- 
scriptions receives very little light from their 
contents. A word at the end of some of them, 
may be so read as to affirm that they were pil- 
grims ; and this opinion Beer also adopts. But 
this reading is not certain; and the opinion is 
to be supported chiefly from the fact, that the 
inscriptions are found only on the great routes 
leading from Suez to Mount Sinai. That the 
writers were Christians, seems apparent from 
the crosses connected with many of the inscrip- 
tions. 

‘“‘ Their age also receives no light from their 
contents ; as no date has yet been read. Pro- 
fessor Beer supposes the greater part of them 
could not have been written earlier than the 
fourth century. Had they been written later, 
some tradition respecting them would probably 
have existed in the time of Cosmas. The cha- 
racter of the writing also forbids the suppo- 
sition.” 


(To be continued.) 





Intemperance.—Food improperly taken, not only 
produces original diseases, but affords those that are 
already engendered both matter and sustenance; so 
that let the father of disease be what it may, intemper- 
ance is certainly its mother. —Burton. 


For “ The Friend.” 
WIRE SUSPENSION BRIDGES. 

Wire suspension bridges being as yet a no- 
velty in this country, a comparison between 
the one now erecting over the Schuylkill, at 
Fairmount, of which a short description taken 
from the North American, was given in a late 
number of ** The Friend,”’ and similar structures 
in Europe, may not perhaps be uninteresting 
to its readers. 

Since the introduction of wire suspension 
bridges upon the continent, there has com- 
menced a new epoch in the communication be- 
tween many of the towns in France, situated 
upon the banks of its long and rapid rivers, 
which are subject to great freshets. ‘The Seine 
from 60 to 80 miles above and and below Paris, 
the Soane, Rhine, Rhone, as well as many 
smaller streams, have within the last twelve 
years been spanned with numbers of these beau- 
tiful viaducts. From the pressure falling per- 
pendicularly upon the abutments, and the whole 
structure being light, they can be hung upon 
the banks, or suspended upon slender piers 
above the reach of the water during the great- 
est rise, and without obstructing the numerous 
steamers which navigate these rivers. 

In many places upon the two latter, the 
Rhine and Rhone, the only communication be- 
tween the opposite banks was formerly by rope 
ferries. ‘These ferries are constructed with a 
rope several hundred yards long, one end fast- 
ened to a buoy, or boat, securely moored upon 
some bar as near the middle of the stream as 
practicable. ‘This rope after passing over se- 
veral other boats to prevent its sagging, has the 
other end attached to a ferry boat, which plies 
slowly from shore to shore describing the arc 
of a circle, the rope being the radius, and the 
force of the current the moving power, which 
is brought to act by a peculiar arrangement of 
two rudders one at each end of the boat. Some 
of these ferries are still in use. 

Although the same principle is maintained 
throughout, in the construction of wire suspen- 
sion bridges, there is a great difference in the 
form of their outlines, which gives an agree- 
able variety to the scene in passing along the 
rivers. Where the banks are steep, and river 
narrow, it is generally spanned with one arch, 
but when the stream is wide and shallow, a 
range of tall slender piers are built out from 
the banks two or three hundred feet apart, be- 
tween which the platform is suspended by a 
continued range of cables, which hang in 
curves between each pier. 

Where an island intervenes with a deep 
channel on each side, towers are erected upon 
it, from the top of which the cables descend 
like the rigging of aship, Of this latter kind, 
which are peculiar to the Seine, is the new 
bridge at Rouen, built in 1837. This bridge, 
remarkable for the height of its towers and two 
great spans or arches, is ranked among the most 
interesting objects on the route from London 
to Paris. The “ Pont Louis Phillippe,” called 
after the present enterprising king of the 
French, under whose Fmmediate patronage 
these beautiful and economical bridges have 
been introduced into the kingdom, is built after 
this pattern. An advantage is gained in this 


mode of construction where there is a difficulty 
in securing the ends of the cables. 
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But the most celebrated wire suspension 

bridge in Europe is the “Grand Pont sus- 
endu en fel de fer,’’ over the romantic valley 

of the Gotteron at Fribourg in Switzerland. 
‘This astonishing viaduct from which our more 
unpretending bridge at Fair Mount is modeled, 
was finished in 1834, having been ten years in 
building. ‘The delay was caused from the 
civil dissensions of the cantons, and the diffi- 
culty of procuring the requisite means for its 
completion. It connects the high road from 
Geneva to Berne. This valley which is 
more than two hundred feet deep, was formerly 
called the cemetery for horses, Bons the painful 
ascent of its almost perpendicular sides. It 
required more than an hour for the diligence to 
descend one hill and ascend the opposite one. 
It now passes over in less than two minutes. 
The distance between the arch ways for sup- 
porting the cables of suspension is 265 metres,* 
more than one third greater than the length of 
the Menai suspension chain bridge, and nearly 
three times the length of the bridge at Fair 
Mount. 

The arch ways are built of hewn granite, 
fitted to the centre, and bound securely together 
with iron cramps and bolts, so as to be almost 
like one solid mass. ‘They are sixty-five feet 
high, thirty feet wide, and sixteen feet thick, 


THE FRIEND. 139 


which the irons are secured. ‘The whole is 
then filled up with masonry excepting a small 
chimney for the irons to pass up, and so firmly 
wedged against the offsets as to render it quite 
impossible to move the lower stones without 
tearing up the rock to its foundation, At the 
connection of the cables with the irons, key 
wedges are used to slightly lengthen or shorten 
them. On the top of the piers are placed rol- 
lers to relieve the friction of the cables in pass- 
ing over them. ‘The platform is made of logs 
laid transversely, with bolts. through the ends 
to attach them to the connecting cords; upon 
these are bolted four logs running the length 
way of the bridge, two on each side, at a con- 
venient distance for the foot ways which are 
laid upon them. In the carriage way the trans- 
verse logs are hewn with their upper surface 
convex, to allow the water to pass off more 
readily. ‘The whole is planked and well spiked 
together. On each side is a neat railing to 
prevent accidents. ‘The wire of which the 
cables are composed, was before being bound 
together, wound in skeins ona drum during 
which operation its strength was severely test- 
ed. It was then steeped in a preparation of 
boiling oil and Jampblack, and afterwards dried: 
this operation was repeated two or three times. 
The ends were then firmly joined together so 


ing, even with its own weight, remains to be 
tested. M. 











From Old Humphrey's Obzervations. 
ON ATTENDING THE SICK. 


My good friends, had I my will, every man 
and woman, ay, every child too, above seven 
years old, in Great Britain, should be, in some 
measure, qualified to wait upon the sick. But 
why should | limit my good wishes to Great 
Britain? I would extend them to the wide 
world, for the sick in one country require alle- 
viation and comfort as well as in another, 

The proper end of education is to give us a 
knowledge of our duty to God and man, and to 
make us useful in our generation. Where, then, 
can we be more useful than at the couch of 
sickness and pain ? 

It is not the wish of Old Humphrey that 
every one should become a nurse, and under- 
stand the whole mystery of caudle-making and 
saucepanry ; all that he desires is, that every 
one should be moderately endowed with the 
most necessary qualifications to alleviate and 
comfort the sick. 

Show me one who has never received the 
assistance of others when in sickness ; one who 
has neither father, mother, sister, brother, nor 


of the Doric order, worked from the solid blocks. | were put in their places, another coat of the 
They are finished pieces of architecture. The! preparation was laid on. The wires that form 
width of the platform is less than the distance | the connecting cords were also treated in the 
oetween the cables of suspension. This gives| same manner. The whole is to be covered with 
the cords that connect the one with the other, an | a coat of white paint to protect it from the rays 
inclination inwards. ‘This arrangement is in-|of the sun. ‘The severe test to which the 
tended to arrest the oscillation to which the | bridge at Fribourg was subjected proves beyond 
platform is liable from the great surface ex-| doubt the strength of suspension wire bridges. 
posed to the violent winds which occasionally | Fifteen pieces of heavy artillery were drawn 
blow through this valley. The same object is| upon it by fifty horses followed by 300 men, 
intended to be gained on the bridge at Fair) who formed themselves in a solid square around 
Mount, by allowing the cables to fall one be-| the artillery, on every part of the bridge, and 
low the other at the centre of the curve. ‘The | marched and countermarched for an hour with- 
cables of the Fribourg bridge are four in num-| out producing any sensible oscillation and but 
ber, each composed of 956 wires. The con-}a slight depression. ‘The whole weight was 
necting cords pass between them, and are}equal to 60,000 killograms, nearly 67 tons. 
attached to double hooks that pass over both| Four days afterwards, at the inauguration, 
cables at a time. 1800 men moved over in a solid column, ex- 

In the construction of the bridge at Fair} tending from side to side, marching to slow 
Mount it was not found necessary to make the|time. Their weight was estimated at 108,000 
piers either so high or so massive as the model, |killograms, or nearly 120 tons. Although 
Four plain obelisks, built of large blocks of| during this Severe trial a strong wind blew 
white granite 8 feet 6 inches square at the base | which caused -the platform to oscillate eighteen 
by 30 feet high, including a plain cap of one| inches, there was not the slightest appearance 
entire piece, being all sufficient to support the} of a rupture in the polished joints of the ma- 
cables. There are five cables on each side,|son work of the archways. From all experi- 
which are attached, alternately, to the trans-| ments hitherto made, wire suspension bridges 
verse logs of the bridge, by perpendicular wire | have a decided superiority over those built with 
cords. By this alternate arrangement, if an|chains, both on account of their strength and 
accident should occur to one cable there will| economy, and their durability, where they are 
yet remain four to support the platform, a pre-| exposed to frost and violent winds. Durin 
caution omitted in the Fribourg bridge where | the gale in the First month, 1839, in which 
the yielding of one cable would seriously derange | the Pennsylvania packet ship was lost off the 
the whole platform. The fastening of the irons | coast of Wales, the floor of thé Menai bridge 
for holding the ends of the cables of suspen-| was wrenched from its connecting rods, and 
sion, is the most important part of the whole /|fell into the sea below, the ponderous chain by 
work. A well is dug in the rock, varying in| which it is suspended refusing to follow the 
depth according to the span of the bridge,— | undulations of the platform. ‘Had they been 
those at Fribourg being fifty feet deep. In the|less heavy and more yielding, the casualty 
sides of these wells, are cut offsets or shoulders. | would probably not have happened. As yet 
A large stone is laid in the bottom around|the practicability of forging a chain of the 
length of the wire cables at Fribourg, of suf- 
ficient tenacity to be suspended without break- 


and faced with pilasters, frieze and mouldings | as to make one entire piece. After the cables 
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* A metre is a yard and eight inches. 





friend on the face of the earth, and I will excuse 
him from being over anxious about this matter ; 
but all who have kindred, or have received 
kindness, are bound, according to their ability, 
to qualify themselves to be useful to others. 
Must he not have a hollow heart who helps a 
friend only while he can swim, and neglects 
him when he is drowning? And is it not a 
little like this, to behave kindly to others in 
health, when they can do without our kindness, 
and forsake them in sickness, when they re- 
quire assistance ? 

A cup of cold water to the weary and thirsty 
traveller is welcome indeed, and the most trifling 
attention to the sick is oftentimes a cordial to 
the fainting spirit. When the strength fails ; 
when the grasshopper is a burden; when the 
silver cord is about to be loosed ; when the 
golden bowl, and the pitcher at the fountain, 
and the wheel at the cistern, are near being 
broken—when the dust appears ready to go to 
the earth, and the spirit to return unto God 
who gave it, it is then meet that every kindness 
should be shown to the sufferers. 

We are all liable to be dependent on the at- 
tentions of others, and we should all, therefore, 
be qualified to attend to others. ‘Those who in 
sickness have felt the relief of a well-timed cu 
of tea, or a small basin of well-made eral, 
wine-whey, or barley-water, will not Jaugh at 
Old Humphrey for talking about such things ; 
and if they should do so, he would, notwith- 
standing, gladly make them a cup or basin of 
any of these comforts, should their situation 
require it. 

How many hundreds of people are there in 
the world, who would not know how to make 
these common-place comforts, however urgent 
might be the necessity that required them at 
their hands ? 

Is it difficult to teach even a child to put a 


little tea into a pot, and pour boiling water over 


it; to let it stand a few minutes, and then pour- 


ing it off, to add to ita little sugar and milk? 
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to do this properly ! 

Nor is it more difficult to boil half a pint or| 
a pint of milk in a saucepan, and then to pour 
into it a wine-glass full of white wine; thus | 
making that wine-whey, which only requires to | 
be strained from the eurd to be ready for an in- | 
valid. How many grown-up persons would 
not know how to set about this ! 

I know twenty people, as old as I am, who! 
could not, without some instruction, make a| 
decent basin of gruel; and yet how easily is| 
this performed! While water is boiling in a} 
saucepan, a large spoonful of oatmeal is mixed 
up in a basin with a little cold water: the hot 
water is then poured into this, when it is left to 
settle; it is afterwards poured, leaving the | 
husks at the bottom behind, into the saucepan, 
and boiled slowly, while being stirred round | 
with a spoon. Or, where groats* can be ob- 
tained, gruel may be made much easier, by 
pouring boiling water on the groats, and letting 
them simmer over the fire till the fluid is of the 
degree of thickness which is desired. ‘This is | 
gruel ; and when sweetened with a little sugar, | 
or seasoned with salt, is an excellent food for a 
sick person. How is it that every one is not 


capable of rendering such a service in an ex-| 














tremity, when it may be done with so little | sick, he the more anxiously urges on others the | 


trouble? There are many other little comforts 
that are provided as easily as these are, but 
surely a knowledge of what I have mentioned 
is not too much to be required of any one. If 
you have the right sort of affection for those 
who are dear to you, you would not willingly 
let them lack, in a season of affliction, any ser- 
vice you could render them. 

Come, Old Humphrey will make a few re- 
marks, that will help you, if you are disposed 
to add to your qualifications, to soothe the af- 
flicted. 1f ever you are called to attend a sick- 
bed, be sure to manifest kindness; without 
this quality, others will lose much of their 
value. Be tender, not only with your hands, 
but with your tongue: tenderness of heart is 
quite necessary. Besure to exercise patience ; 
if you cannot do this, you are not fit to attend 
the sick. Forbearance, too, is a great virtue. 
Sick people are often fretful and trying, and 
require to be borne with. Cleanliness is es- 
sential: a dirty cup, a bit of coal on the toast, 
or a hand begrimed with dirt, is enough to turn 
the heart of an invalid. Laxpertness and prompt- 
itude are of great value, that the wants of 
the invalid may be supplied without delay. 
Thoughtfulness must be practised, that you 
may anticipate what will be required; and 
watchfulness, that you may know when to be 
of service. Be sober, as beseemeth an attend- 
ant on the sick’; but pe also cheerful. Cheer- 
fulness is as good ay medicine to the afflicted. 
Firmness and prudence are qualities that par 
at times be put to good account: and if, in ad- 
dition to those | have mentioned, you have 
sincere and lively piety, ever desiring to keep 
the eye, the heart, and the hopes of the sufferer 


fixed on the Great Physician, the Healer of the 


soul’s leprosy, as well as of the body’s ail- 
ments, why then your attentions may indeed 
do good: they may be the means of benefiting 
both body and soul. 


* Shelled oats. 


Certainly not; yet how few children are taught | 


THE FRIEND. 


And think not that you can benefit the sick 
without doing a service to yourself. You may 
learn many a lesson in a sick chamber, that 


|would never have been taught you in other 


places. ‘It is better,”’ on many accounts, ‘* to 
go to the house of mourning, than to go to the 
house of feasting.’’ We learn more of this 


world’s hollowness in an hour under the roof of 
sorrow, than in a life spent in the habitation of 


Joy. 

To witness sanctified affliction is a high pri- 
vilege, for we then see that * neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 


| be able to separate us from the love of God, 


which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Old Humphrey has attended the sick, both 
in the noontide and the midnight hour; the 
desponding sigh, the weary moan, and the 
groan of agony, are familiar to him. He has 
marked the changes from the first attack of 
sickness to the death-gausp that ended the mor- 
tal strife. The declining strength ; the labour- 
ing pulse; the glazed eye; the throat-rattle, 
and the fallen jaw. He has closed the eyelids 
of youth and of age, and having felt, painfully 








of the argument on the subject as could well be 
embraced in the same number of words. It is 
desirable that as many names be aflixed to it in 
the various parts of the state as practicable, and 
with the least possible delay. Members of our 
Society, we trust, will need no strong appeal 
to prompt them to energetic action in the case, 
the young men especially ; and we would sug- 
gest, that two or three in each of the Monthly 
Meetin.s within the state, at once engage in 
procuring signatures among their neighbours, 
including Friends and others. ‘Two copies 
should be prepared ; one for the Senate and one 
for the House of Representatives. As soon as 
ready the memorials should be sent either direct 
by mail to Harrisburgh, addressed to a member 
of the Legislature, or to a Friend in this city 
to be forwarded by him. As an additional 
motive for exertion it may be observed, that 
there is reason to hope the public mind is more 
favourably disposed than formerly to the pro- 
posed reform. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 


The memorial of the subseribers, inhabi- 


felt, his own deficiencies as an attendant on the | tants of 


RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS: — That they 


duty of qualifying themselves to soothe the sor- | view the punishment of death as unwise and 
rows of the afflicted, and to smooth the bed of unnecessary in itself; as repugnant to the feel- 


death. 


FORGIVENESS. 

Better, in meekness and humility, 

To bear the hate and spite of evil men, 

When Obloquy unleashes from their den 
His hungry hounds to vex and worry thee, 
Than chafe thy spirit with anger—or to be 

Vengeful of wrongs inflicted. Gird around 
Thy soul Religion’s meek philosophy, 

And with forgiveness heal the slanderer’s wound ! 
So shalt thou heap upon thine adversary 

Live coals of fire—the kindlings of strong 

Love— 

Causing contrition in his breast to move— 
While thine own heart shall be a sanctuary 
For holy thoughts and aspirations high, 
And pure affections which can never die! 

W. H. Burleigh, 


The Oldest Tree in the World.—Mr. Lou- 
don, in a late work, gives an engraving of the 
cypress of Somma, in Lombardy, perhaps the 
oldest tree on record. There is an ancient 
chronicle extant at Milan, which proves it to 
have been a tree in the time of Julius Cesar, 
42 years before Christ. It measures 121 feet 
in height, and 23 feet in circumference at one 
foot from the ground. It was respected by 
Napoleon, who, when laying down the plan for 
his great road over the Simplon, diverged from 
a straight line, to avoid injuring the tree. 


THE FRIEND. 


FIRST MONTH, 29, 1842. 











The following memorial in favour of abolish- 
ing the punishment of death, is now in circu- 
lation in this vicinity, for the purpose of ob- 
taining signatures. It is couched in terms 
respectful and dignified, and embodies as much 


ings of the mass of the people ; as at variance 
with the moral spirit of the age; and as op- 
posed to the leading principles of Christianity. 
They recognise in the sacred injunction, 
‘thou shalt not kill,’’ a command against the 
commission of murder equally binding upon in- 
dividuals and communities ; alike imperative 
upon private persons and public bodies. ‘They 
believe that that which is thus denounced as 
morally wrong, cannot be politically right. 
The modern world is indebted to Pennsyl- 
vania for the first grand movement in penal re- 
form ; for the division of murder in‘o degrees ; 
and for the adoption of a system of penitentiary 
discipline which is the admiration of foreign 
countries. ‘These constitute sources of just 
pride and of true glory to the state. When the 
legislature, in the year 1794, limited the sphere 
of capital punishment to the highest grade of 
felonious homicide, and, more recently, when, 
by a wise law, it removed from the public gaze 
the revolting spectacle of public executions, it 
gave pledges of that humane and merciful spirit 
which was to characterise its future legislation. 
Your memorialists believe that this penalty 
is a blot upon our Statute-Book ; an anomaly 
in our otherwise mild system of penal juris- 
prudence ; and an unnatural deformity in the 
beautiful theory of our institutions. It can be 
justified only upon the unfounded hypothesis 
that it is impossible to reclaim the murderer ; 
while, in fact, by being almost inoperative, it 
throws back upon society the darkest guilt, 
without punishment. Its execution not only 
takes away that life which cannot be recalled, 
however erroneous may have been the verdict 
of conviction, but it inflicts upon society at 
large the most permanent and incurable evils. 


WANTED, an apprentice to the Drug and 
Apothecary business—apply at this office. 
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Address to the Members oe the Religious So- 
ciety of Friends, by Joseph Edgerton. 
Approved by the Meeting for Sufferings of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting, and two thousand copies ordered to 
be printed for the use of the members. 
Extracted from the minutes. 
Bensamin W. Lapp, Clerk for the time. 
Ninth mo. 7th, 1841. 


At the meeting for sufferings of Indiana Yearly 
Meeting, held at White Water, near Richmond, 
Wayne county, Indiana, Ninth month 27th, 1841, 
a copy of the following address to the members of the 
Religious Suciety of Friends, by Joseph Edgerton, was 
received from the Meeting for Sufferings of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting, and a minute of that meeting, stating 
that the address had been examined and approved. 
The address thereupon was read, and satisfaction and 
unity with it was expressed. It was proposed and 
anited with that five thousand copies be printed for 
the use of the members of our yearly meeting. 

Extracted from the minutes. 
Txomas Evans, Clerk. 


ADDRESS. 
To the Members of the Society of Friends. 


Dear Friends and Brethren—In that love 
and life wherein is our union and fellowship in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, [ salute you, desiring 
that he may enrich you with his heavenly 
blessings, and enable you to stand fast in that 
liberty wherewith his disciples are made free. 
So will ye answer the end for which our reli- 
gious Society was gathered together in the be- 
ginning, by bearing as an ensign before the 
nations, a testimony to the peaceable’reign of 
the Messiah, and to the spiritual nature of his 
glorious gospel. 

As a living upright zeal is daily maintained 
for our own growth in grace, for the promotion 
of the cause of truth and righteousness on the 
earth, and for the glory of God, we shall feel 
that we have abundant cause to bless and praise 
His holy name for accounting us worthy to 
receive such tokens of his gracious regard as 
have been extended to us asa people, from one 
generation to another. When our forefathers, 
through a powerful visitation from on high to 
their souls, were drawn from the lifeless forms 
and ceremonies, that had crept into the church 
during a long night of apostacy, and in a true 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, met to- 
gether in small assemblies, reverently to wait 
upon Christ Jesus, the true teacher of the chil- 
dren of men, they found to their great comfort 
that which they sought after. The Lord gave 
them to see the unsatisfying nature of a man 
made ministry, and to understand that under 
this glorious gospel dispensation, it was a pre- 
rogative that Christ had kept in his own hands, 
who is head over all things to his church, to 
raise up and qualify his own ministers, each of 
whom must acknowledge with the apostle, in 
regard to the gift bestowed upon him, “ I 
neither received it of man, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”’* 

Through the teachings of the Holy Spirit, 


our forefathers were led into that plain way of}: 


worship, which has distinguished us as a Reli- 
gious Society from that day to this. The Lord 
was with them, and wrought mightily for them; 
and notwithstanding the persecutions they suf- 
fered at the hands of wicked and unreasonable 
men, their number greatly increased. In a 


* Galatians, i. ch. 12 v. 


THE FRIEND. 


| short time many able ministers were raised up 


among them, who went forth to and fro with 
the glad tidings of the gospel of peace and sal- 
vation, and visited souls, who, having been 
waiting for the consolation of the Israel of God, 
‘could, under a feeling of Divine favour, through 
lthem, adopt the language, “ How beautiful 
‘upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
| bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ; 
‘that bringeth good tidings of good, that pub- 
‘lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, thy 
|God reigneth !”"* These bold, faithful advo- 
‘cates, and valiant sufferers for the cause of 
Christ, were favoured with a clear view of this 
last and lasting dispensation, and its spiritual 
nature and design; and very remarkable it was, 
that in their ministry, in their dis;utations with 
their opposers, ont ta their writings, they all 
spake the same language, and all advocated the 
same views of the doctrines of the gospel. 
| This is a confirming evidence that they were 
illuminated by the one spirit, and thus in the 
mercy, wisdom, and goodness of the Lord our 
God, they were brought forth under a special 
qualification to hold up a pure and perfect 
standard of Christian doctrine, agreeably to the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Strong have been my desires that we may 
not become weary of that way of worship 
which we have learned of our Divine Master, 
nor yet of those Scriptural views of the doc- 
trines of Christ and his apostles, which have 
been believed in, and upheld by this Society, 
from its first rise to the present day. Dear 
friends, the daily cross must be experienced, 
whereby being crucified to the world, we may 
be made to follow the blessed captain of salva- 
tion in the straight and narrow way of self-de- 
nial. Then with an eminent apostle, we shall 
be enabled to say, ** 1 am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live; yet not I but Christ liveth 
in me, and ‘the life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.’’t As Christ 
comes to live in us, and to rule and reign in us, 
all that is high and lifted up will be laid low, 
and we shall become willing to be of no repu- 
tation, after the example of Him, “ who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God, but made himself of no repu- 
tation, and took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant, and was.made in the likeness of men ; and, 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death,”even 
the death of the cross.”{ Thus and thus only 
ean we answer the design of our Heavenly 
Father concerning us, steadily to maintain 
those testimonies, which he has made it our 
duty to bear to the world for his glorious name 
and truth’s sake, in this new covenant dispen- 
sation. It appears to me there never was a 
period, when the necessity was more urgent for 
us to be found at our posts; “ Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your father which is 








in heaven.”’§ Let none be ashamed of a deep 
and reverent silent waiting in our assemblies, 
for a qualification to perform acceptable worship 
unto God, nor yet of our meetings that are held 
throughout in silence, when it is the blessed 





* Isaiah lii. ch. 7 v. + Galatians ii, ch. 20 v. 
t Phillipians ii. ch. 6, 7,8 v. § Mat. v. c. 16 v. 


141 


Master’s will that it should be so; but let us 
show that we believe in, and do experience the 
truth of His saying, “‘ Without me ye can do 
nothing.” He alone hath brought us into the 
blessed lot of our inheritance, to sit under his 
teachings, who is indeed our great prophet, the 
minister of the sanctuary, and of the true taber- 
nacle which the Lord hath pitehed and not 
man. He hath brought us to feel the sweet 
and heavenly harmony experienced by the true 
worshippers within the temple, who are gather- 
ed in his name, out of the world, out of its 
worship, and ministry, and out of the activity 
of the creature. May we support unsullied 
this: excellent testimony to the spiritual nature 
of gospel worship, and may the Lord by his 
divine power open more and more the under- 
standings of the children of men, to come to 
partake of the blessed fruit thereof, ‘* For, from 
the rising of the sun, even unto the going down 
of the same, my name shall be great among 
the Gentiles ; and in every place incense shall 
be offered unto my name, and a pure offering.”’* 
As we are faithful, our ever-adorable Head will 
still continue to bless the provision of Zion, and 
satisfy all her poor with bread, and by his 
divine presence he will cause our religious 
assemblies still to continue to be holy convo- 
eations unto him, ard to the rejoicing of the 
Israel of God. 

Many have been the exercises of my mind 
for several years past, because of a spirit that, 
in some parts of the Lord’s heritage, is exalting 
itself above the cross of Christ. It is a spirit 
which is delusively deceptive, and would in- 
sinuate that the doctrines which have been be- 
lieved in and upheld by us ever since it pleased 
the Lord to gather us to be a people, are in- 
volved in mysticism, and that our worthy pre- 
decessors were not clear in their understanding 
of Christian doctrine. Be aware, dear friends, 
of this spirit, and of those who are actuated by 
it; for it is manifest, and will more and more 
appear that they are in the mixture, and their 
vision is not clear. They have not experienced 
the efficacy of the one baptism, which cleanses 
from all defilement, and brings into the situ- 
ation of little children depending upon their 
Heavenly Father for sustenance, for strength 
and ability to follow him in the way of his holy 
commandments, to his honour, and their own 
present and eternal welfare. Let us hold fast 
the et of our faith without wavering, 
and keep out all murmuring and complaining. 
Some, for want of duly maintaining the watch, 
have in great measure lost that sense and feel- 
ing of divine things which they once had, and 
are very ready to find fault with the living 
exercised members of the body, whose eyes 
are anointed to see the situation and danger 
they are in, and who, through the constraining 
love of the gospel are at times engaged to 
labour with them for their restoration, even as 
such who must give account of those over 
whom the Holy Ghost hath made them over- 
seers. These complainers will ery out in lan- 
guage similar to some discontented spirits under 
the legal dispensation, ‘* Ye take tow much upon 
you.”’t But the power of truth, and all the 
living members who keep their places in the 


* Malachi i. ch. 11 verse. 
t+ Numbers xvi. ch. 3 verse. 
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body, by that living sense which they receive 


from God, are over them and all their murmur- 
ings. O that such might submit to the teach- 
ings of Christ in their own hearts. ‘This is 
the only way whereby they can be restored 
into the unity of the body, into the fellowship 
of the gospel, and into a living sense of divine 
and heavenly things. As any come upon this 
ground of faithful obedience, great reduction of 
self will be experienced, and their dependence 
will be entirely fixed upon the source of divine 
light, life, wisdom and intelligence ; Christ in 
them the hope of glory. Dear friends, as you 
search diligently with the spirit or candle of the 
Lord, you will find the root and cause of all 
your murmurings and discontent is within 
yourselves, and you will feel that, in divine 
mercy, the healer of breaches, and restorer of 
paths to dwell in, is waiting to be gracious to 
you, to bring you into the enjoyment of the 
heavenly life, and to know the flowing of the 
living sap from the true vine, in which all 
the faithful members abide, and wherein their 
unity and fellowship stand, agreeably to that 
beautiful simile used by our blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. ‘I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the husbandman. Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh 
away; and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it that it may bring forth more fruit.” 
** Abide in me, andl in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in 
‘ me.”’* 

. All the branches that abide in the vine, par- 
take of the same life-giving sap ; and the fruit 
brought forth by them is of the same good kind, 
to the praise of the great husbandman. In this 
8 § and heavenly unity all the members of 
the body are strengthened to go forward in their 
respective services; and they know that there is 
no room for complaining, nor for any to say, be- 
cause I am not the hand, or the eye, or the ear, 

i I am not of the body. The different members, 
feeling a portion of the same virtue, act uni- 
tedly, and rejoice or suffer together, as may be 
consistent with the will and wisdom of our 
ever adorable Head. May this sweet and 
heavenly fellowship. more and more spread 
amongst us, that those branches, which, having 
ceased todraw the due portion of sap from the 
living vine, are in a dry and withered condition, 
nigh to being taken away, may be restored to 
life. Then from living experience, such may 
adopt the la , “truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.""t May the church arise from that 
wilderness state wherein she has been long 
clothed as with a sable garment because of her 
backsliding sons and daughters, and come 
forth in that beauty that adorned her in the first 
breaking forth and spreading of this day of 
gospel fight and power. Blessed, honoured, 
and magnified over all, be the name of our 
God, who is waiting to be gracious unto us, 
visiting us again and again by his spirit, that 
all may come and partake of the waters of life 
freely. 

Unto you, dear friends, who are sitting at 

ease in Zion, I have a word from my Divine 


es eee eel . 


* John xv. 1, 2 and 4th verses. 
+ lst John i. ch. 3 verse. 


THE FRIEND. 





———————— 

























































Master, who is grieved because of your luke- 
warmness. He hath visited you by his day 
spring from on high; he hath shown you the 
necessity of taking up your daily cross, and 
of following him in his spiritual appearance in 
your hearts. But how have you slighted these 
visitations, not regarding the afflictions of Jo-| very foreign from him, or sunk into a state of 
seph, spiritually; endeavouring to satisfy your-|stupor. Others cannot leave their farms, their 
selves with being members of a Society, that merchandize, and employments, to meet with 
has been favoured from its beginning hitherto. | their brethren and sisters in a public acknow- 
O dear friends, let me warn you in the fear of|ledgment of their dependence upon Him, who 
that God, who has indeed been good and gra-|knoweth all the fowls of the mountains, and 
cious to this people, as also to all the families| whose are the cattle upon a thousand hills, 
of the earth, to arise from this state of carnal | Every blessing that we enjoy flows from him, 
security, and avail yourselves of the visitations | Because of these things the spirit is pleading 
that are yet extended to you. My spirit hath| with you in the language, ‘I counsel thee to 
mourned and been in heaviness because of this | buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou may- 
abomination that maketh desolate, whereby so | est be rich; and white raiment, that thou may- 
many are slain upon the barren mountains of|est be clothed.”t Gold tried in the fire; the 
Gilboa, where there is neither dew nor rain, nor | fire of God’s jealousy is kindled in Zion, his 
fields of offering. Earnestly do I desire that| furnace is in Jerusalem, where all his children, 
you may return unto the Lord, who will have | both sons and daughters, are purified, and given 
mercy upon you, and to our God for he will|to possess durable riches and righteousness, the 
abundantly pardon. ‘Take heed to the teach-| righteousness of God which is the saints’ cloth- 
ings of his blessed spirit, which teacheth us as|ing. May these things sink deep into your 
it did the early Christians, ‘* that denying un-| hearts, that through unfeigned repentance to- 
godliness, and wordly lusts, we should live | wards God, and a living faith towards our Lord 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present | Jesus Christ, you may come forth in the beauty 
world ; looking for that blessed hope, and the/|of holiness, showing forth the praises of Him, 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our} who hath called us to glory and virtue. “ ‘Thine 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for|/eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, | tabernacle that shall not be taken down ; not one 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people,|of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, 
zealous of good works."’* As you daily live, | neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken. 
and act, agreeably to these instructions, you| But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a 
will see the exceeding sinfulness of a state of|place of broad rivers and streams; wherein 
forgetfulness of God, from whom we receive|shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gal- 
every blessing, both spiritual and temporal.|lant ship pass thereby. For the Lord is our 
Yea! the blind eyes will be opened, and deaf | judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our 
ears unstopped ; the lame man shall leap as an| king; he will save us.’’} 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing. You| You, dear friends, whose eyes have been 
who have been lame and halting; as to a perfect | blinded by the God of this world, as to the true 
and upright walking before God, will, through | spiritual vision, who have given way to a 
his eternal power, come forth, walking and| worldly spirit, and are eagerly pursuing your 
leaping, and praising him, for his abundant| plans to get rich, and to make yourselves and 
mercies. As you love and cherish a humble| families great in the earth; remember the 
and obedient state of mind, the good shepherd | visitations of a gracious and merciful Creator 
will lead you in the way that you should go,|in the days of your tenderness, when by his 
and reveal to you in his own wisdom the mys-| good spirit he showed you the danger of an 
teries of his kingdom. ‘Then with the saints | undue love and pursuit of lawful things. Re- 
of old, you will be able to say, ‘In the way | turn unto him, who, in unutterable mercy, is 
of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for | still holding out the inviting language, “* Re- 
theey the desire of our soul is tothy name, and | turn unto me, and I will return unto you, saith 
to the remembrance of thee.”t A living up-|the Lord, and heal your backslidings and love 
right zeal as a garment will be your clothing; | you freely.”” My spirit travails for the welfare 
you will be zealous of good works, and faith-|of Zion, and the enlargement of her borders, 
ful in the support of the testimonies which our| that we who are making this high and holy 
blessed Master has made it our duty to bear in| profession, may give a practical illustration of 
the sight of a wicked world. ‘the efficacy of true religion on the mind, and 
O remember how displeasing a state of luke- | show that we are redeemed fromthe world, and 
warmness was in the primitive times, for|an eager pursuit of the things of it. The 
which one of the churches received this severe | apostle saith, “« they that will be rich, fall into 
rebuke. ‘*I know thy works, that thou art] temptation, and a snare, and into many foolish 
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold | and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruc- 
or hot. So then, because thou art lukewarm, | tion and perdition. For the love of money is 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out} the root of all evil ; which while some coveted 
of my mouth: because thou sayest, I am rich,| after, they have erred from the faith, and 
and increased with goods, and have need of| pierced themselves through with many sor- 
nothing ; and knowest not that thou art wretch-| rows.’’"§ Experience has confirmed the truth 
ed, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 


naked.”’* ‘This is the language of the same 
spirit to you, ‘* 1 know thy works.’’ He knows 
your works, that they are but dead works, 
You go to meeting, many of you come before 
him as his people, and yet your hearts are far 
from him, your minds roving upon objects 


* Revelation iii. ch. 15, 16, and 17 verses. 
_t Rev. iii. ch. 18 verse. 

t Isaiah xxxiii. c. 20, 21, 22 verses. 

§ 1 Timothy vi. ch. 9 and 10 verses. 


* Titus ii. ch. 12, 13 and 14 verses. 
+ Isaiah xxvi. ch. 8 verse. 
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tensive degree, and ruled Israel by her coun- 
sels, both in things temporal and spiritual ; for 
it is said, ** The children of Israel came up to 
her for judgment ;”’ and the whole of her his- 
tory decides that she was a public teacher, and 
one to whom men and women willingly gave 
the tribute of deference and trust. MHudldah was 
a prophetess, and accepted by all Israel as a 
teacher of most excellent worth, nor did the 
highest dignitaries of the realm refuse to admit 
her authority, or to listen to her counsels. The 
king, the princes, the chief rulers, and even the 
high-priest went up to her for counsel, as to 
one established in authority, and sent to them 
by the Lord. 2 Kings xxii. 12—20. These 
are striking examples of the lawfulness of a 
woman’s teaching, sufficient to silence for ever 
the plea that it is contrary to a divine com- 
mand, and we find that so far from the gospel’s 
having abrogated this liberty, it recognizes it in 
more abundant power, and renders the example 
of the Old Testament times but as pledges, and 
first fruits of the more liberal impartation of 
these gifts to females in the dispensation of the 
gospel. 

Of this intention the Holy Ghost gave full 
intimativn by the prophet Joel ii. 28, 29 ; read 
this passage with attention. It contains a 
promise of the outpouring of the Spirit, in 
consequence of which ** daughters shall pro- 
phesy.’’ And lest there should be any doubt 
remaining, it-is added, ** Upon your Aand- 
maids, in those days, I will pour »out my Spi- 
rit.”’ Let the apostle Peter be the interpreter 
of this promise, and observe the ¢imes in which 
he declares it to be fulfilled. Acts ii. 16—18. 
If we examine the historical part contained in 
the first and second chapters of the Acts, it 
will appear that the flock of believers were all 
together at this time. See the connection from 
chap. i. 14—26, to chap. ii. 1—18; and it 
will be evident the Spirit did then descend on 
the whole assembly, daughters and hand- 
maidens, as well as apostles and brethren; so 
that all prophesied. The same divine gifts 
sipianel to prevail in the churches, both as it 
respected the highest and the subordinate degree 
of the spirit of prophecy ; and we discover 
throughout the New ‘Testament, that women 
discharged their responsibility in this respect, 
and were prophetesses and teachers, edifying 
the body of believers. I will direct your atten- 
tion to a few examples in the New Testament. 
‘* And there was one Anna, a prophetess, &c., 
and she coming in that instant gave thanks like- 
wise unto the Lord, and spake of Him to all 
them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” 
Luke ii. 36—38. «And the same men had 
four daughters, virgins, that did prophecy.” 
Acts xxi. 9. ‘And when Aquila and Pris- 
cilla had heard, they took him unto them and 
expounded unto him the way of God more 
perfectly.”’ Acts xviii. 26. ‘* Greet Priscilla 
and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus.” 
Rom. xvi. 3,4. ‘ Salute Tryphena and Try- 
phosa, who labour in the Lord. Salute the 
beloved Persis, which laboured much in the 
Lord.” Rom. xvi. 12. ‘* Help those women 
which laboured with me in the gospel ; with Cle- 
ment also, and with other my fellow-labourers, 
whose names are in the book of life.”” Phil. iv. 
3. ‘IT commend unto you Phebe, our sister, 
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Cenchrea, that ye receive her in the Lord as 
becometh saints,” &c. &c. Rom. xvi. 1, 2. 
These persons are mentioned with honour by 
the apostle as fellow-workers, who, according 
to their calling and opportunity, taught, com- 
batted, edified, and were present in the service 
of the church. If it be answered, all this it is 
possible they might do privately, I answer by 
referring to 1 Cor, xi. 5, 6, 10, 183—where 
St. Paul, without any hesitation as to the law- 
fulness of a woman’s teaching, expressly 
shows her how she is to discharge her public 
calling as a teacher, and to the glory of God. 

These will, I trust, be sufficient evidences 
for the Scriptural right of a female to teach, and 
will serve to convince your mind, that we 
must not interpret the words of St. Paul to 
Timothy in the extent to which they are some- 
times wrested, since the Lord is‘always consis- 
tent with himself, and cannot be supposed to 
countenance and discountenance, or to com- 
mand and to prohibit the same thing. Let us 
add to these considerations the sovereignty of 
the Lord, and the words that are written, “ In 
Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female.” 
Gal. iii. 28. Let us not presume to dictate or 
prescribe limits to Jehovah’s decrees or govern- 
ment. He who is the author of all our facul- 
ties, and the giver of all spiritual gifts, may 
surely minister them where and as he pleases. 
Nor is there any reasonable or any scriptural 
ground upon which to found an objection to 
this grace being extended to woman equally as 
to man. Allow me to remark, that a spirit of 
holy caution should also be observed, lest haply 
whilst resisting and vilifying the female worker, 
we should be found fighting against God. Of 
this we may say, “If it be of men,” that is, 
if the female intrude herself unappointed, and 
uncalled of God to her service, * it will come 
to nought, but if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it.”” And assuredly we have just reason 
to believe it of God, when we behold his gra- 
cious witness giving the seal to the labour, and 
through the instrument carrying on his sancti- 
fying work. ‘To him it belongs, in his own 
appointment, to fit the instrument by suitable 
gifts—to open the door and give the opportu- 
nity for exercising those gifts—and to bless the 
exercise by an attendant demonstration of the 
Holy Ghost, converting the soul. And when 
these combine, they who teach, and they who 
hear, may rest satisfied that this is one of the 
instances of divine appointment. 


Vocal Machinery of Birds.—It is difficult 
te account for so small a creature as a bird 
making a tone as loud as some animals a thou- 
sand times its size; but a recent discovery has 
shown, that in birds the lungs have several 
openings communicating with corresponding 
air-bags or cells, which fill the whole cavity of 
the body, from the neck downwards, and into 
which the air passes and repasses jn the pro- 
cess of breathing. This is not all; the very 
bones are hollow, from which air-pipes are con- 
veyed to the most solid parts of the body, even 
into the quills and feathers. This air being 
rarified by the heat of their body, adds to their 
levity. By forcing the air out of their body, 
they can dart from the greatest height with 


astonishing velocity. No doubt the same ma- 
chinery forms the basis of their vocal powers, 
and at once solves the mystery.— Gardiner’s 
Music of Nature. 





Diep, on the 13th instant, after a short illness, ter. 
minating in pleurisy, Asicait Ricuarps, (widow of 
Davis Richards,) in the 73d year of herage. She was 
a member of Darby Monthly Meeting, in this state, 
and a minister in good esteem for above thirty years, 
She became a member of the Society of Friends by 
convincement, and soon after deemed it her duty to 
appear in public testimony, on bebalf of that precious 
faith she had embraced. Her ministry being owned 
by her friends, she grew in her gift, and continued 
steadfast to the close of her innocent and exemplary 
life. Having admitted into her heart the beloved of 
souls, to rule and reign by His blessed Spirit, she was 
especially careful to ote and obey His voice, and de. 
dicate to His service the first fruits of all her increase. 
Her diligence and perseverance through many difficul. 
ties, in attending regularly with her husband all our 
religious meetings for worship and discipline, as they 
came in course, must have been not only a comfort, but 
a strength to her religious associates. Though natu- 
rally of a vivacious turn of mind, her gravity and se- 
rious deportment, in the presence of her friends and 
family, showed that she loved, above all things, the 
peace of her Redeemer, and was careful not to grieve 
His Holy Spirit, by indulging in lightness or frivolity. 
It was her lot, with her beloved husband, to whom she 
was ardently attached, to meet with many outward 
difficulties in their struggles to provide for a large 
family; but.He whom they loved as their chiefest joy, 
was pleased to clear their way, making their difficul- 
ties casy, and manifesting the continued truth of the 
ancient declaration, “Once I was young, and now | 
am old, yet have I never seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread.” The closing days of 
this beloved Friend gave confirmatory evidence to 
those who had the privilege then to be with her, that 
her work on her own account had not been left to this 
solemn season ; but that, through the mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, her sins had gone beforehand to judg- 
ment, and that she now reposed in living faith in her 
crucified Redeemer. As, in health, she was deeply 
concerned for the salvation of souls, so her last hours 
seemed filled up with close exercise for the guod of 
those whe were about her, and especially for some, 
with whom opportunity had seemed before not, to be 
suitably offered, for imparting her concern on their 
account. From many expressions which fell from her 
lips, her mourning relatives are comforted with the 
assurance that all is well with her; that she has fuund 
admittance through the “ pearl gates,” and is one of 
the blessed company that “ sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb,” forever and ever. She beautifully ex- 
pressed her anticipations, that she “ should soon be at 
a greater home than she had ever yet been at.” 

——, First mo. 4th, 1842, Hannan ALLEN, in her 

89th year. She was a member of the Society of 
Friends, and belonged to Sandy Spring Monthly Meet- 
ing, Columbiana county, Ohio. The departed suffered 
much in her last illness, but was enabled to realise a 
state of entire resignation. At the close, she went off 
as easy as though she had been in a sweet sleep. 
Blessed are they that die in the Lord. 
, the first of Eleventh month, 1841, at Hamil- 
ton, Madison county, N. Y., Many Coxzins, wife of 
Rowland Collins, thirty-six years, a member of 
Smyrna Monthly ing. 

——., the 3lst of Eleventh month, 1841, at Butter- 
nuts, county, N. Y., Many Bratey, widow of 
Caleb Braley, aged 87 years, a member of Butternuts 
Monthly Meeting. 

, at Tallahassee, Florida, on the 14th of Ele- 
venth month, 1841, Tuomas Knienr, late of Philadel- 
phia, aged 28 years. 

——, at his late residence at Sea View, South Kings- 
ton, Rhode Island, on the 27th of the eleventh month 
last, James Ropinson, in the eighty-sixth year of his 
age. 
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